
Assistive Technologies and AccessApps User Guide 

 
Section 1 ï Assistive Technology Equipment 

 
Assistive technology is the term used to describe any online or physical aid that can help your 
learning. In each of the Libraries and Learning Centres you will find: 
 

 Footrests 

 Ergonomic mouse mats and wrist rests 

 Headphones (for College work) 

 Portable Loop Induction 

 Coloured paper and reading rulers 

 AccessApps ï applications to help you use a computer  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Physical Technology

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

IntelliKeys Keyboard 
 

Suited to those with 
motor-skills, low vision, 
learning, or cognitive 
difficulties, IntelliKeys can 
be operated with a finger, 
foot or even nose or chin.  
 

Speak to someone in 
Student Support for more 
information. 
 

Contrast Keyboard 
 

We have black or white 
keyboards with large 
contrasting letters. The 
letters are up to 400% bigger 
than a standard keyboard. 
  
Mini Keyboard 
 

The mini keyboard is a 
comfortable work base, 
avoiding overstretching of 
the fingers - condensing of 
the keys allows for greater 
accessibility for one handed 
users. 

Closed Capture Television 
System 
 

Merlin is a full-colour, auto-
focus, desktop video magnifier.  
 
Designed with the low vision 
user in mind, Merlin enables 
you to view images in a variety 
of ways. 
 
The high quality screen 
outputs a magnified version of 
textbooks etc., or whatever 
you place on the magnifier. 

 



 
                                              

 
 

Section 2 ï Online Assistive Technology - AccessApps 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accessing AccessApps on a College PC 

 
To access the key AccessApps applications when using a College 
PC, please follow the simple instructions below. Note that 
currently not all machines have these applications available.  
 
From the Start Menu, select All Programs, AccessApps, as shown 
below.  From this screen you can select any of the applications.    
 
 
 
Once selected the applications will automatically run. You can 
open up as many applications as you need. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact Sam Stirling on ext. 
4850.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ergonomically Designed 
Adjustable Chair 

 
Chairs are available that 
offer greater support for 
posture, especially the 
lower back. 
 
They are fully height 
adjustable. 

Height Adjustable Desk 
 
Height adjustable desks are 
available at most Library and 
Learning Centres.  
 
Press the up or down arrow 
buttons to operate the 
electric desk and benefit 
from a height range of  
61-128cm. 

Track Ball Mouse 
 
A track ball only needs a light 
touch to move the cursor and 
works for both left and right 
handed users.   
 
The mouse can also be 
personalised using specialist 
software. 



 

Library Guides 
 
Who would benefit?  
 
The Dundee College Library Guides would benefit all students 
who are new to Dundee College or have never used the 
Library service before. 

 
The Dundee College Library User Guide is available in all campus 
libraries and online via the main Library page on the College 
website; see right. Other guides are also available online. 

 
To access the guides, double click on the link. You can choose to 
view or save the guide into my documents. 

 

Library Services 
Library Induction  
 

Who would benefit?  
 
New Dundee College students or those who have had limited 
experience of using a library would benefit. 
 

You access the online induction from the Blackboard front page.  
 
Double click on online induction circled above right.   
A new page will open, as shown right.  
 

To access the links, click once on the title.  
 
A new window opens as right. You can either navigate 
through the induction or select the area that you wish to 
view directly.  

 

 

You can also access the induction from the main Library web page 
on the College website; see right.  

 

Library Podcast 

Who would benefit? 
 
The Library podcast can help individuals who have a visual impairment. 
 
The podcast can be found on the Blackboard home page. It provides the 
listener with an overview of the services and resources that are on offer at 
Dundee College Libraries and Learning Centres.  
 
The podcast should open and play automatically.  



 

Reading and Writing Support 
 

RapidSet 
 
Who would benefit? 
 
Individuals who prefer to use an alternative font and background colour to the Windows 
default. 
 
RapidSet is an easy-to-use program 
which allows you to change font and 
background colours.  
 
Some people find the default white 
background and black text on a computer 
screen difficult to read. 
 
You can quickly and easily change the 
background or font colour by using the 
Select Background/ Font Colour 
buttons and then selecting Apply.  
 
To change the colours back to Windows default settings, simply repeat the process and select the 
original background and font colours.   
 
To find out more about using RapidSet: Select this link to find out how to use RapidSet  or  
type this URL into your browser if you are using the paper-based version of this guide: 
http://tinyurl.com/6ovpw4 

 
 

Converbar 
 
 

Who would benefit?  
 

Converbar will help you convert almost anything ï words, weights, measurements, distance 
etc. so it is therefore suitable for everyone.  
 

Select the unit that you wish to convert from the left 
box, then select the unit that you want to convert it 
into from the right box.  
 
Type in the quantity to convert in the left box and it 
will automatically convert and show in the right box.  
 
To find out the basics and get started with 
Converbar select the Converbar tutorial link: 
 

Converbar  Tutorial  
or  
type this URL into your browser if you are using the 
paper-based version of this guide: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPvvlOA0KE8  

 
 

http://tinyurl.com/6ovpw4
http://tinyurl.com/6ovpw4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPvvlOA0KE8
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Vu-Bar 4.0 

Who would benefit?  

Vu-Bar can help individuals who find it difficult to read large amounts of text and would 
benefit from reading on line at a time.  

Some readers have difficulty 
with large amounts of text on 
a page. Vu-bar can help with 
this, because it is similar to 
placing a ruler over the lines 
of text in a document. You 
can either scroll or move 
pages up and down, or click 
and drag Vu-Bar to place it 
over the text to be read. You can use Vu-Bar for reading web pages, emails and documents.  

 

To adjust the options on Vu-Bar, right click 
anywhere on the Vu-Bar to increase its height 
and width. You can also change the colour 
and the line spacing of Vu-Bar so you can 
read one, two, three or more lines of text at a 
time, in whatever colour you want.  

 
 

 

This link takes you to the VU-Bar tutorial (or type this URL into your browser if you are using the 
paper-based version of this guide: http://tinyurl.com/69c25o) 

 

T-Bar 
 
Who would benefit?  
 
T-Bar can help individuals who find it difficult to read large amounts of text and would 
benefit from reading one line at a time by having the rest of the desktop/screen shaded out. 

 
Some readers have difficulty reading large 
amounts of text on a page and find it 
distracting if there is a lot of information 
displayed on a page, for example a web 
page.  
 
T-Bar helps by shading out parts of the text 
which are not being read. This can help the 
reader to focus on one line (or more) at a 
time.  
 
The T-Bar is particularly useful when 
reading eBooks online. 
 
T-Bar offers a number of features, for example, it is possible to lock T-Bar so it follows the mouse 
pointer. Right click anywhere on T-Bar and select Lock.  
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